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Historical retrospect. 

The Unitarian Church of Hungary which comprises 
now all the Unitarians of the land, was — as the latest 
shoot of- the Reformation of the XVI. century — founded in 
Transylvania, then a seperate principality under King John 
Sigismund. Unitarian teaching is said to have been imported 
to Transylvania by Qeoi^e Blandrata, who had to leave 
Italy for Poland on account of his Socinian views. From here 
did he come to Transylvania in 1563, and acted at the Couri 
as counsellor and physician to Queen Isabella, John Sigis- 
mund's mother. 

It is admitted that George Blandrata had a great share 
in the spread of Unitarian belief, grounded on the worship 
of the one and only true God, which is the main point 
of difference between us and the rest of Christian churches. 
But it is nevertheless true that he could hardly have succeeded 
in popularising Unitarian ideas, and making them accept- 
able to rank and file, had not Francis David come to his 
assistance, as the champion of a new Reformation, whose 
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burning eloquence and apostolic wisdom put the coraer- 
stone of reason to the high altar of our faith. 

Francis David is therefore duly recognised on all hands 
as the founder of the Unitarian Church of Hungary. Bom in 
1510 at Kolozsvir, after a course of study at home and 
abroad, he settled as a clergyman in the country, but nursed 
his love for the ideas of the Reformation, as it was becom- 
ing to an alumnus of Wittenberg university. Always keeping 
pace vith the progressive spirit of the age, he made up his 
mind to join first the Lutheran, then the Calvinist Church, 
in each of which he subsequently rose to the high dis- 
tinction of a superintendent (bishop); until in 1566 he de- 
clared himself in open debate for God, One in person and 
One in substance. And devoted the rest of his life and energy 
to the spread of this deep-seated conviction. A big boulder- 
stone, said to have stood on the corner of Torda street at 
Kolozsvdr, is still treasured by the church with great respect. 
It was from the top of this that according to tradition Francis 
David, on his return from the Council of Gyulafeh^rvir, 
expounded his doctrine of God, and by the spell of his 
personality and the simplicity of his faith persuaded the 
whole population to embrace the Unitarian Religion. 

John Sigismund, the young Prince, was very much in 
favour of the new movement, and in 1568 he openly sided 
with it and contributed by this means, in a large measure, 
to the spread of our liberal faith. The nobility of Transyl- 
vania followed his example. The Diet of Torda, the same 
year, proclaims and codifies the liberty of conscience, and 
grants equal rights to all the Christian denominations of the 
land. It had been enacted that for his religious conviction 
no one should be persecuted, or condemned, and that every 
one might follow (out of the four accepted ones) that relig- 
ion which pleases him best. In 1571 at the Diet of Maros- 
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yds^hely, the Unitarian Cliurch (the community of those who 
believe in the One and only true God) is acknowledged 
again as a lawful denomination of the country, on equal 
standing with the Roman Catholic, Lutheran and Calvinist 
■ctiurches. 

The simple and pure religious principles of the new 
Church, pleased chiefly the Magyar population of the country; 
so that, within a short time, more than four-hundred con- 
gregations joined the leaders of the new faith together with 
their ministers; and some forty or fifty did the same in 
Hungary proper, Unfortunately, however, (he law was hete 
not so tolerant, and consequently the Unitarians of those 
parts suffered great persecution, and the congregations coiild 
not resist pressure for more than fifty years. 

In the mean-time, a painful conflict broke out between 
the Transylvanian and Polish Unitarians, because some sec- 
tions of the latter had maintained the invocation of Jesus 
Christ in prayers. George Blandrata led the Polish party, 
and since he had been unable to convince Francis David 
of his error, tried all in his power to prevail on the Prince, ' 
now a Roman Catholic of the BSthory stock, to summon 
■and condemn him before the Diet for breach of law. The 
great pioneer of liberty was imprisoned for life, in 1579, 
and died a martyr's death in the castle of D6va, November 
15, the same year. 

Immediately after, a confession was drawn up almost 
exclusively with the intention of pressing the worship of 
Christ upon the people and the preachers. In consequence 
of this a number of the best men left Transylvania, and 
took refuge in Hungary proper, but could prosper only for 
,a short time. 

The Unitarians of Transylvania were, on the whole, 
fortunate; because the law gave them protection against an 



Digitize. Cy Google 



open persecution; still they felt badly the restrictions put on 
ttieir faith. The consequence was that some of them turned 
to the study of the Bible, and in order to save themselves 
from the worship of a human being, they went back to the 
law of Moses, and became- Sabbatarians, Their number was- 
not lat^e; but a few of their leading men produced valuable 
literature for them. As they had not been recognised by law,, 
they were forbidden to hold open meetings, and were dis- 
turtied several ways, and forced after all into fanaticism 
and orthodox Judaism, 

Unitarians had tieen looked upon as friends to the 
Sabbatarians, most of them iKlonging to Unitarian commun- 
ities. Therefore, some of the zealous Trinitarian Princes, 
Gabriel Bethlen and George Rdkdczi, sought means to oppress 
and exterminate them as heretics, A very good chance for 
the Calvinlst bishop of Transylvania, to suppress not only 
the Sabtmtarians, but also a very large number, nay, whole 
congregations of the Unitarian body, if only suspected of the 
Sabbatarian heresy. This brought a great damage upon the 
Unitarians. The chief of the Sabbatarians was condemned 
to imprisonment and the loss of his estates. 

In connection with this movement, a meeting wa& 
convened by Prince G. R4k6czi af De^s in 1638, consisting 
mostly of Calvinists and a few Unitarians, with the intention 
of settling religious difficulties. And the result was that the 
Unitarians had to sign a Confession, similar to that of 1579, 
about the worship due to Crist. 

In spite of all, the Unitarians of Transylvania held their 
position during the XVII. century fairly well. They were able 
to give their ministers and professors a good education in 
their own College at Kolozsvdr, and in Leyden and other 
Dutch universities, with the help of the Remonstrant brethren 
of Holland. 
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A more sad and dangerous epoch came u|>on them as 
soon as Transylvania ceased, in 1691, to be an independent 
principality, and became part of the Kingdom, and subject 
to the rule of the Emperor of Austria. The House of Habs- 
burg had always been a patron to the Roman Church, and 
Protestants and Unitarians, under their sway, became an 
easy prey to the zeal of the Jesuits. The Unitarians, already 
weakened and decreased in number, were first and foremost 
on their list of terror. As early as 1693, they fell upon 
our famous College at Kolozsvir, and 25 years later upon 
the Kolozsvdr church; and not only the cathedral and two 
other church-buildings, but also the newly-built College, 
library and all the landed-property were transferred to them 
through the faithful assistance of the Emperor's army. The 
Joss of the Unitarian body in the town of Kolozsvir might 
be estimated at 200,000 crowns. And it was only the beginn- 
ing of the wholesale persecution and eviction of Unitarians 
all round. 

The Unitarians of Transylvania had, in this unequal 
contention, to rely on themselves and trust to God, and 
such a strong faith did save them from annihilation. 
It must always be remembered in this connexion, that the 
free-born and enlightened Szeklers of Transylvania, who had 
become followers of Francis David, kept faithful and true 
to him, and resisted the cruel persecution of more than one 
hundred years. The French Revolution then relieved also the 
Unitarians of Transylvania from the heavy bondage of Cath- 
olic reaction. 

A very touching incident must be noticed here. The 
Polish Unitarians were driven out from their country in 1660. 
Nothing can measure the loss in educational and in other 
institutions. Some of the foremost Nobles of the countiy left 
their home and fatherland in order to save their faith. Whole 
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flocks emigrated to the West, and chiefly to the South. Here 
they met with a cordial reception, and especially at KoIozsvAr, 
where a large flock, a congregation with a standing minister 
and a presbitery, settled for good. Their minute books, hymn- 
als and prayer-books in the original mother-tongue are 
still kept in safety with us, though the congregation itself 
had amalgamated with the Magyar church towards the end 
of the XVIll. century. 

One of the Polish descendants, Paul Augustinovich, 
did nobly repay the Transylvanians all the kindness that 
they had accorded to his forefathers. He made his Will for 
the benefit of the Unitarian body in 1837, and thus laid a 
safe foundation for the future. 

Let us also note that just when the revival had begun, 
a Transyivanian nobleman bequeathed a large sum for the 
support both of Church and College at Kolozsvir, and gave 
thereby a new stimulus to our educational and church-life. 

The epoch-making year of 1848 brought new life and 
hope also to the Unitarians. The union of Transylvania 
with Hungary was declared and enacted in the Statute-books, 
and Unitarian Religion gained lawful rigths all over the 
kingdom. 

During the first half of last century. Unitarian ideas, 
under this very name, began to be preached in England 
and America. As early as 1822, the English Unitarians offer 
their friendship to the Hungarians. By and by, an intimate 
friendship is created, and moral and material support is 
given to the brethren in Hungary. Theological Colleges open 
their gates to our Divinity students. These, in return, trans- 
late English works into Hungarian; and especially through 
the Gospel-like works of W. E. Channing, they influence 
the spirit of the liberal thinkers of Hungary not only in the 
Protestant, but also in the Catholic Church. 
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Principles of Belief. 

God is One : This is the first principle of belief in the Unit- 
arian Church of Hungary. God — One in person and One 
in substance. Hence the name — Unitarian. It is the chief 
point of difference between us and the rest of Christ- 
ian denominations in Hungary. In consequence neither 
Jesus Christ, nor the Holy Spirit are recognised as constit- 
uting the second and third person in the Godhead ; that is, 
we deny the Holy Trinity as a dogma that is contrary — 
according to us — both to the Scriptures and sound reason. 

It is admitted by our fellowship of faith that we owe 
a purer and higher knowledge of God, the revelation of His 
Will, that is of- a perfect moral code of the Christian Relig- 
ion to Jesus Christ; but we do not assign to him the, nature 
aud character of a deity. Raising himy as we do, far above 
the ranks of common humanity, we only single him- out as 
a perfect pattern of manhood. Likewise do we think of the 
Holy Spirit, accepting of it only as the power of God common 
to all men. ., . , 
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This conception of Jesus Christ and of ttie Holy Spirit 
directs in many ways the Unitarian belief about man and 
his destiny. Humanity as a whole is, even after the tradition- 
al fall of Adam, not taken as corrupt and utterly uncapable 
of all good as it is laid down by other denominations in 
their articles of faith. In a word, we do not believe in orig- 
inal sin. 

We hold that Adam is not to blame for our sin ; and 
if we transgress the law, it may only be put down to our 
own frailty and evil works. And consequently the merit of 
Christ is taken as a means to our justification only in so 
far as in following his example and combating our evil 
passions, we earnestly try to live a true and noble life, or 
confessing our sins, return to our Father's home. 

The Scriptures, that is, the Old and New Test- 
ament, are both held in equally high respect by the Unit- 
arians of Hungary. And what we prize most in the Bible, is 
not its letter, but its spirit. We seek for the spirit of Truth 
and try to bring it to light and secure its power above 
all; and with regard to this, the Bible is with us, as any 
other work of the human mind, subject to the investigation 
and judgment of sound reason. 

Unitarians hold it to be quite in keeping with the nature 
of things that as even the disciples of Christ were not of 
one accord as to the conception and interpretation of his 
teaching, so also in the course of time there sprung up 
several denominations in the Christian Church. But none of 
these connexions may pride itself as the sole depositary of 
Truth, and bar the way to salvation to those without its 
pale. Salvation, on the whole, does not depend with us on 
the acceptance of so many articles of faith ; it may only be 
realized by a pure and noble and holy life. In the same 
way, howsoever we may differ from each other in creed and 
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custom, there is no reason why we should not love one 
another, as brethren and disciples of the same Master. He, 
the Master of us all, told us: „By this shall all men know 
'ttiat ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another." 
<John Xlil. 35.) Lastly, Unitarians also believe in immortality 
-and eternal life.| 

These thoughts and ideas are the main principles of 
belief with Unitarians in Hungary. It would, therefore, be 
unfair to say that the Unitarians denied so much, and had 
very little to say on the positive side. On the contrary, Unit- 
-arianism as an ideal faith built on the harmony of mind 
juid heart and conscience, has a positive message to the 
world and is anxious to deliver it as the measure of Truth 
by no means final, but open to further light and wisdom. 
Unitarians, as a body of religious liberals, march on the highway 
of progress, with their face ever turned to the future. Unit- 
arians welcome any fresh truth that advancing Science 
may from age to age discover with solemn rapture, and are 
eager to own and make it a part of their system of faith and 
morals. For the Apostle Paul's motto is, and has always 
been, a watchword to the little band of the Unitarian fel- 
lowship: „Not as though I had already attained, either were 
already perfect but I follow after." (Philippians : III. 12.) 

This is our aim and object. And perfection of the 
human race without end. 
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Organisation. 



The Unitarian Church of Hungary has a complete 
autonomy in church-government and the administration of 
its schools. Laws and regulations are adopted by the Church 
itself in accordance with its constitution, provided the laws 
of the country and the supreme rights of the King, as head 
of all the Churches in Hungary, be always respected. Church- 
government is divided between three successive grades of 
authority: the Congregation, the District, and the Chief 
Consistory. 

1 . The Congregation. There are mother-, associated-, and 
filial congregations with us. Congregations, able to keep a 
minister, are mother-congregations ; those that pay a minister 
in common are called associated congregations; and filial 
congregations, that are unable to keep a minister, and join 
the nearest mother-congregation to supply their need. Each 
Unitarian family is obliged to belong to some of the said 
congregations. Where there is no Unitarian congregation in 
the' place, people are expected to join one in the neighbour- 
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hood. We have, at present, 110 mother, 2 associated, and 
62 filial congregations in all. 

The congregation is governed by the general meeting 
of members who are on the roll, and pay an annual sub- 
scription. Where there is no such contribution, all men of 
age and of social standing are members. And on an election, 
even widows and self-supporting women have a vote. Minist- 
ers and curators, side by side, take the chair at a general 
meeting. 

There is a Committee of elected members, the so-call- 
ed presbitery of 3 — 24, in proportion to membership of the 
congregation. This Committee is in charge of all the affairs 
of the congr.egation, subject to the general meeting, and 
presided over by the same functionaries. 

There is also a school-board of 3 — 7 members, the 
minister and the teacher being exoffo members of the same. 

The official staff of the congregation are : the minister, 
the. teacher and organist, the curator, the secretary and the 
treasurer. Their rights and duties are laid down in the laws 
of the Church. The general meeting elects the minister, the 
teacher, members of the presbitery and of the school-board. 

2. The District. As for administration, government and 
discipline, the whole body is divided into nine ecclesiastical 
districts. Each is under the supervision of a dean and two 
superintendent curators, who are elected by the general 
Council, it being the supreme authority of the district. This 
Council consists under the presidency of the dean and the 
superintendent curator, of ministers, teachers and represent- 
atives of congregations. The administration of the district 
is concentrated in the hands of the dean. He controls aH 
the affairs of the congregations under his care. He and the 
district notary go and visit every congregation once a year, 
and investigate their conditions, moral and material. The 
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of the whole church and that of individual congregations. 
It takes care of schools and colleges, and in general of all 
things that help the church to answer Its high calling, with a 
view to promoting its future development. The whole 
official staff, the council-men, and the professors are 
elected by the Chief Consistory. It confirms also the deans 
and superintendent curators in their office. The appointment 
of ministers as well as their pension is a right of the Chief 
Consistory ; but the right of appointing ministers is, in prac- 
tice, transferred to the bishop. 

The Chief Consistory generally holds one meeting a 
year. But churcli^overnment and the administration of 
affairs requires constant service and work. This is, all the year 
round, attended to by the Representative Consistory. It resides 
and works at KolozsvSr, the residential town of the bishop. 
The bishop and the chief-curator are presidents also of this 
Executive Board. Members of the Representative Consistory 
are : a) ey offo : the general notary, the dean of the Theolo- 
gical College, the eldest of the superintendent curator and 
the principal of the College at Kolozsv^r, the private secret- 
ary to the bishop, the solicitor of the church, the treasurer, 
the first accountant, the president and the director of the 
Committee of Husbandry. — b) frc election: The Chief Con- 
sistory elect 27 members from among the councilmen ; one- 
third of them being sorted out in biennial turns. Members 
sorted out may at the same time be re-elected. 

All the resolutions of the Chief Consistory are executed 
by this body of Representatives. Church and school-affairs 
are all referred to it. This body settles all things either in 
council-meetings held once a month, or as often as need be, 
— or has them settled through the presidency. Import- 
ant affairs, requiring a special opinion, or proposal, 
are previously sorted out to the deliberation of branch 
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committees. These Committees are elected by the Chief Con- 
sistory in order to help the Representative Consistory in its 
works. These are : Committee of Husbandry, of Law, Finance, 
Education and Pension. The Representative Consistory pre- ■ 
sents, every year, a report to the Chief Consistory about all 
the affairs settled through its agency. 

Up to 1895 ffie Church had also had a power of 
jurisdiction in affairs of marriage and cases of divorce. There 
was a special Court for this purpose, consisting of laymen 
and clergymen. In 1895, however, a measure was passed 
in Parliament about Civil Marriage ; all marriage affairs being 
placed into the hands of the civil Court. 
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Divine Service. 

In the Unitarian Church of Hungary, public worship 
is regulated by the following rules: 

1. In congregations that have a settled minister, there 
is a short morning-service throughout the year, consisting of 
hymns and prayers. Congregations with filial congregations 
joined to them, make a special agreement as to time and 
order of service between themselves, 

2. In all the mother-congregations there are two ser- 
vices on a Sunday, morning and afternoon ; and consist of 
hymns and prayers, Bible- reading, and sermon, preached 
usually without a manuscript. Services in filial congregations 
are held on alternate Sundays, as the case may be. 

3. Christmas, Easter and Whitsuntide are each kept for 
three days; order of service being the same as on a Sunday. 
Holy Communion is, as a rule, celebrated on the first day 
of the festival, in filial congregations it is administered on 
the second day, or the Sunday following. 

4. And again, Communion is served everywhere at 
Harvest Thanksgiving, on the last Sunday of September. 
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Communion is also served at a Synod, and on the dedication 
of a new chapel. 

5. Besides, Unitarians in Hungary celebrate Good- 
Friday, Ascension-day, and New-Years' day, with a regular 
divine service. On Good-Friday, the history of the Passion 
is sung usually in all the churches to an old-worid tune of 
weird beauty. 

6. Baptism, marriage, and funeral, as the rest of pas- 
toral functions, are conducted in a true spirit of Christ- 
ian grace. -^^ . 

7. Unitaria'iis do not like much ceremony, show and 
pomp; therefore place no pictures, or statues into their 
churches. But great stress is laid upon sermon and teaching 
and the worship of God, o^ Father, in spirit and in truth. 



U^l^d 



Digitize. Cy Google 



/! 



Education. 

The Unitarian Church of Hungary like other Protestant 
churches of the XVI. century, had a special regard to educ- 
ation Every congregation had an elementary school, since 
he civil Government did not care then about public instruct- 
ion. But in the latter half of the XIX. _ (X0gty, many of 
these schools had been given up or tratfsmi^^d to the State. 
Religious instruction in these is cared for ^'the minister 
of the place. So we now have only 42 such de^dmtnational 
schools, the number of children attending being about 3780. 

At the foundation of the Church, we had also a number of 
Oram mar-Schools, but now only 3 of them survive. One of 
them at Torda with four classes, one in Sz^keljicaresztur with 
six classes, and one in Kolozsvir with eight classes. The 
number of students in these three schools is about 634 per 
annum, and that of professors is 25. These grammar schools 
are supported also by the civil Government, and at Torda by 
city and county as well. 

At Kolozsvir, there is also a Theological College, with 
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Financial state. 

The congregations of the Unitarian body in Hungary, 
most of them, have either a few acres of land, or a small capit- 
al or special trust-funds to fall back upon. Ministers, as a rule, 
get their salary from the above sources. But there are still 
some places where ministers receive their due from the 
harvest-field, it being allotted out to members of the church in 
proportion to their estate. Churches and chapels, schools and 
parochial buildings are being generally built in this way 
through voluntary taxation, and list of subscriptions circul- 
ated botli in and outside the pale of our religious fel- 
lowship. The State itself contributes a fair share, since 1898, 
towards the minister's salary. It has been enacted in our 
statute-books that no educated minister's payment should be 
less than 1600* crowns a year. And in case of the congre- 
gation being unable to defray the above sum, the State 
makes up for it — subject to revision in every ten years. 

* 24 crowns make a pound. 
5 , .a dollar. 
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Tn the same way, the teacher's salary has been stated by 
recent legislation at 1000 crowns a year. And the State does 
not admit of an educated teacher being employed for less than 
that. Almost all our denominational schools, therefore, receive 
an annual grant from the State. 

The Unitarian body as a whole have a fair amount of 
landed property, of capital and ot trust-funds as well Accord- 
ing to the account for 1904, it is estimated at 5,899686 
crowns, the sum total of this value being burdened only 
by a sum of 1,057,946 crowns. The Unitarian body of Hung- 
ary, that is the central Government of the church, is worth 
4,841.740 crowns. 

One of the great benefactors of our Church has already 
been alluded to in the historical (I.) section of this Sketch. 
Others among the rest are here to be mentioned with a deep 
sense of gratitude, namelyt Ladislaus Zsuki, Johji ,, 
Andrew Jobb^y, Dienes Kovdcs and Mozes Ber(Ji?^th# 
of this lineage being also the first who has beque9*hed j 
princely gift of 2 million crowns to our Church. 

These legacies as well as donations from congregations _' 
and individual members goto themaintenanceof our church- 
organisation, the Seminary and the Schools. For the last thirty 
or forty years we have also received substantial help ifom 
the State, a proportionate sum being inserted in the budget 
of the Minister of Public Worship under the head of denom- 
inational grants, enjoyed, of course, by other State recognis- 
ed churches as well. At present, we get for the support 
of churches a sum of 36,000 crowns, towards the KolozsvSr 
high-school 24000 crowns, and for the school at Szikely- 
Keresztur 9000 crowns from the State treasury. 
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Rules and Regulations for Church and 
School. 

1. ^Organisation of the Unitarian Church of Hungary; 
its authorities and officials." In writing the third chapter of 
this Account, we have had this code under our eye. 

2. „EIection and appointment of ministers, teachers and 
organists." The right of election in a congregation rests — 
as iftwill be remembered — with the general meeting. The 
deairarid superintendent curator of the district preside at 
such electoral meetings. Previous to election, the presbitery 
hands in the list of candidates, three in number, proposed 
for the office ; the presidents may propose one. The general 
meeting may elect an officer only from among the candidates. 
Election having taken place, the minutes of the proceeding 
are presented to the bishop. He may order any of the 
three candidates; but as a rule he orders the one who 
got the majority, in case of a unanimous election, the 
bishop is obliged to appoint the man. All congregations are 
at liberty to give up, for the time being, the right of elect- 
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ion. In case, if a minister, or teacher, were removed because 
of a complaint of the congregation against them, ttie right 
of election is also suspended for the time being. In such a 
case, the bishop might order anyone he pleases. Any of the 
rules being violated at an election, the bishop may annul 
the whole proceeding, and give out order for another. He 
who is ordered a minister, or a teacher, is obliged to accept 
the appointment. 

3. „ResponsibiUty of Officials." The Unitarian Church 
may charge, and try, the officials, if they neglect their duty, 
or break the rules and regulations either by their conduct, 
or by negligence. Proceedings are, in such cases, referred 
to a court of discipline. There are several grades to this . 
court. There is a disciplinary court in each congregation, 
consisting of two members and the minister, as chairman to 
the court. It may pass a sentence on the treasurer, the cura- 
tor, the presbyters, the sexton, and individual members of 
the congregation. — Another disciplinary court may try and 
sentence the district officials, excepting the dean and the 
superintendent curator. This is called the first grade. Under 
the dean, it consists of two members, a layman and a min- 
ister. In case, a minister be charged, the chair is taken by 
the superintendent curator. The same court may pass a sen- 
tence on professors, too, but in such a case the superinten- 
dent curator of the College presides, and the minister is 
substituted by a professor. — The second grade of discip- 
linary court, presided over by the bishop, consists of 4 mem- 
bers, two ministers and two laymen, calling to account the 
district and college superintendents, or officials at the head- 
quarter, save the bishop and the chief-curator. In such a 
case, it has the nature and power of a first-grade Court. 
— The third grade is that of the Chief Consistory, which, 
under the chief curator, consists of six members, 3 ministers. 
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and 3 laymen. -■ Each court has a prosecutor ex offoy whose 
duty it is to make a proposal for the verdict. — Punish- 
ments may vary from reproof to a fine as high as one-third 
of the salary of the respective official; removal from the 
place to another, or dismissal and the loss of all honorary 
titles. The defendant, as well as the prosecutor, may appeal 
against the sentence to the higher tribunal. — Execution of the 
sentences is being controlled by the Representative Consistory. 

4. „Pension for ministers and teachers, and aid for their 
widows and orphans." The Church has some funds and dona- 
tions for the purpose. Besides, each congregation is obliged 
to contribute annually a fixed sum, and so also the minist- 
ers* and teachers. This is our Pension-fund, out of which 
a minister, after fourty years of service, is entitled to get at 
present a sum of 960 crowns a year ; tachers receiving one- 
half of the same. The Pension-fund grows year by year, and 
by and by it wilt enable a minister to retire with a pension 
equal to his salary. Ministers, disabled by accident, get a 
pension in proportion to the years spent in active service. 
A minister's widow would get one-half of the pension due 
to her husband, after 40 years of service : that is, 480 crowns. 
— Grants for the orphans are also' given from the same fund. 

College-professors are members of the State-Pension- 
Institute, founded and managed by the Government. They 
get after 30 years of service a pension equal to their salary. 

The Church provides also for the pension of professors 
in the Theological College. 

* Five per cent of annual salary and a share of 400 crowns on 
being entered; teachers pay one-half of the same. 
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Public laws, referring to all the Churches. 

1. The XX. article of 1848. Unitarian Religion, received 
up to this time only in Transylvania, gets henceforth a full 
and legal recognition in the whole kingdom of Hungary. 

2. The LIU. article of 1868, regulates the relation of 
denominations, one to the other. Anyone above 18 years of 
age, may change his religion, that is to say, may join a 
denomination different to that in which he, or she, was born. 
Married women, coming to age by the act of marriage, have 
no limit to joining another church-fellowship. Anybody 
going to change, has to take two acquaintances of his 
own to the parsonage and declare there his intention, and 
ask for 'a certificate of the same. A fortnight later, but 
within 30 days, the same proceeding is to be repeated. In 
case, the parson was unwilling to give him a certificate, the 
two men with him are entitled to give note of this. Certi- 
ficates in hand, the man, or woman, going to become a 
convert, calls at the parsonage of the Church he, or she, 
intends to join. The minister examines the certificates, and 
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if all right, he extends the right hand of fellowship to the 
new member, and sends the former pastor an official note 
of the conversion. 

3. The XLIII. article of 1895 is about the free practice 
of all religions, Jews included. Sects and religions whatever, 
in the future, may — even if they are not received — gain 
a right of free practice, as acknowledged by the Government. 

4. The XXXI. article of 1894 is about marriage ; regul- 
ating the way (^ contracting marriage and the conditions of 
divorce. Formerly, marriage was contracted before the min- 
ister of the place, and suits erf divorce were also referred 
to ecclesiastical courts. Marriages are now contracted before 
the Civil Register, and cases of divorce are entirely relegated 
to the civil court. 

5. The XXXII. article of 1894 is enacted about the 
religion of the children. All children are to be brought up 
in their parent's religion. If the parents both belong to the 
same denomination, all their children follow it; and if not, 
then daughters follow their mother's religion, and sons that 
of their father. Parents belonging to different denominations, 
may come to terms, before contracting marriage, as to the 
same religious education of the children. They may agree 
upon educating all their children in the religion either of the 
father, or of the mother. Such an agreement, however, holds 
good only, if made before marriage. 

6. The XXXIII. article of 1894 is about the registry 
of births, marriages and deaths. This function, formerly done 
by ministers of all denominations, is now entirely enh-usted 
to the care of civil officials. 

7. The XXXVlll. article of 1868 regulates education 
in elementary schools. The XXX. art. of 1883 is about higher 
education in grammar schools and colleges, with a definition 
of the standard required of professors. All the churches are 
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p these laws, and manage all their schools 

)rding[y. 

VI. article of 1893 in about the teachers' 

employed in denominational and board- 
■ fixes the annual competency of all teachers, 

religious, or any other civil institutions are 
: for their teachers the salary fixed by law, 
undertakes to make up for the rest out of 

KII. article of IS75 and the XLllI. article 
the pension of teachers, and annual aid for 
I orphans. 

KVII. article of 1894 regulates the pension 
Colleges and of grammar-schools. According 
;ssors of our Colleges also get their pension 
stitute. 

V. article of 1898 regulates the annual com- 
sters. This law enjoins that no minister's 
be less than 1600 crowns a year. If the 
[lable to provide for the minister the above 
ment in the same way undertakes to make 
ut of the State-treasury. 
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Literature. 

The Unitarian movement of ttie XV! century had found 
a strong helpmate in a free press that was ready to publish 
in Latin and Hungarian the works of Francis David, the 
founder, and first bishop of the Unitarian Church in Hungary. 
It was the best means for our ideas to reach the cultivated 
class and to spread among the people. Bishop David's 
splendid literary activity might be judged from a whole set 
of works flowing from his pen — to the number of twenty-five 
— and embracing a wide domain of thought and feeling. 

First of all, in 1566, he published in an improved 
edition the Catechism of Heidelberg, as a ground-work 
of the Reformation. Next follow theological works, in 
which he, as an opponent to the Papist and Trinitarian 
Church, expounds his own position as to a true religion: 
„0f God and his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ". (De vera 
et falsa unius Dei cognitione et de Jesu Christu Servatore.) 

Theologians both at home and abroad made now a 
united front against him and assailed his position as being 
Without foundation in Holy Writ. And he had to answer for 
the charge In polemic writings addressed chiefly to Peter 
MeliiTB of Debreczen fthe main stronghold of Calvinism until 
this day) and Peter Kdroli of Kolozsvdr, who had been dead 
against him, using all the gifted weapons of polemic warfare. 
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From the pulpit both of Kolozsvdr and Gyulafeh^rvir, 
the residential town of the Prince of Transylvania, his word 
was heard with great delight by the nobility as well as by 
the common people. The legend of the corner-stone twars 
out the fact in a poetic light. His sermons in one volume 
about God and Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit reccom- 
mend him to us as an eloquent preacher of his day. Mis- 
cellaneous sermons are also to be found here and there in 
his principal works. 

His talent and power were, however, best employed 
and taxed to the utmost at frequent gatherings of Synod 
and Diet and public debates held in different places to bring 
about a reconciliation between contending parties of the 
Protestant Church. He knew the whole content of the Bible 
and was able to quote it word for word. No one could 
withstand the force of his ai^ument, or doubt the depth 
of his conviction. He carried the day and secured victory to 
our glorious faith. 

He has great merit in the cleansing of the temple. The 
pulpit and congregational singing are hereafter to have a 
prominent part in divine service. Accordingly, he arranges 
for a new edition of the hymnbook, in which an integral 
part is reserved for the litanies; thus making room for the 
body of worshippers to take an active part in the proceedings. 

A number of fellow-workers join and track him up in 
his noble efforts; a special mention is due to Caspar 
Heltai, priest and printer of Kolozsvir, and to Professor Ste- 
phen Basil ius. 

Among the literary products of this age we might refer 
to the Confession promulgated in 1579, by Doctor Blandrata 
and Demetrius Hunyady, David's successor in the long line 
of Unitarian Bishops. This Confession is the document of a 
retrograde movement and of the falling off of the prophetic 
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type of reformers after David's death ; but at the same time 
it is also a safe-guard to the Unitarian body in an age of 
ecclesiastical animosity. We had to lower the standard in 
order to keep the ship going amid the warring elements of 
Church-craft and State-craft. 

A few works of note are yet to be mentioned from this 
period of great activity. Namely, Geot^e V^laszuti's „Dissert- 
ation on the Principal Points of Christian Dogma," which is 
still treasured in a bull^ volume of manuscript. Further on, 
George Enyedy's (the third bishop) „Explanation of Biblical 
paragraphs out of which the dogma of the Trinity is gener- 
ally derived I" One copy of this work is said to have reach- 
ed the library of the Vatican at Rome, and was put on 
the shelf with the remark of „Diabolus invictissimus". The 
work aroused wide interest both at home and abroad, pro- 
voking the animated censure of a number of pamphlets and 
articles for a course of several decades. 

The Unitarian literature of the XVI. century stood ex- 
pressly, and almost solely, in the service of the Reformation, 

During the XVII. century, a good deal of our time and 
energy was taken up in the work of reorganisation and self- 
defence. The Unitarian printing offices having been confisc- 
ated, and all writings being subject to previous censure, 
the number of works published in this period, is, indeed, 
small. Enyedy's voluminous work translated for the people 
into Hungarian, and Catechisms that show the influence 
of Polish Unitarian and Dutch Remonstrant conception, are 
in all worthy of note. The characteristics of this movement 
are seen to advantage in a ^Christian Dogmatic" by Benedict 
Arkosi, whose work satisfies the highest aspirations of the age. 

The trend of the XVIII. century is chiefly apologetic. 
And a printing press, presented to the community by a Polish 
refugee, would serve the purpose well, had it not been 



Digitize. Cy Google 



taken from us by force of arms and given over to the use 
of the Roman Catholic party. Mr. Francis Horvith-Petriche- 
vich, a layman of this period, wrote a book which we must 
not pass by without mention, entitled „ApoIogia Fratrum 
Unitariorum." Hymn-books and prayer-books make up the 
list of works that appeared in print. But manuscripts are 
the more numerous; chief among them, the works of the Ko- 
lozsvSr clergy and teaching staff. Michael Szent^brah^mi 
deserves a special mention. He was a man of great energy, 
and a prolific writer. Second to none, but Francis David. 
His ^Christian Dogmatic" is a finished systematic work of 
rare quality, and though it is composed in a truly scientific 
spirit, it had to wait for decades, until after the expulsion 
of the Jesuits from the land, the tolerant spirit of Emperor 
Joseph II. paved its way to public light. This book is looked 
upon as a standard work of its kind. 

The Unitarians of the XVIII. century had to stand their 
ground against severe odds. Queen Marie Theresia, in- 
fluenced by ttie Jesuits continued to be a friend and pat- 
ron to the Romish Church and a foe to heretics. A 
number of works in manuscript are still to hand from this 
period. The works pass a sharp criticism on books published 
under Jesuit authority and try to show and explain the teach- 
ings of Unitarian Religion. 

Works of this kind were written not only for the learned, 
but also for the people and school-children. Instruction 
had t>een given them as to the best way to answer questions 
inimical to their faith, and how to escape. the snare of Je- 
suit intricacies. Religious manuals for the young of the 
period also abound. Speaking in public being at this time 
restricted to churches and chapels, no sermons, evidently, 
appear in print, and preachers are warned against dealing 
with points of difference in between denominations of the land. 
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The first half of the XIX. century is a period of trans- 
ition. Works of note are few and far between ; but each 
and all bear the imprint of a new spirit. The second half 
of the XIX. century, enjoying the unfettered freedom of the 
press, elicits the latent power in the fibres of the Unitarian 
twdy. A religious periodical is started and it meets with a 
hearty reception in the ranks of other denominations as well. 
Theological and historical books appear and throw light on 
the past, and create a new stimulus towards the leading 
ideas of the age. Books of note published in this period, 
are: „The Origin and History of Trinity" and „The Mirac- 
les" — by Sim6n, the first Hungarian Student at Manchester 
New-College, London. Biographies, written with great in- 
sight and critical acumen, by Alexius Jakab, and chief among 
these :„TTie Life of Francis David", issued as a memorial book 
on the 300-th anniversary in 1879 of the great martyr and 
reformer. Further on, the history of the Unitarian Church 
and Religion, past and present, (with a short sketch of the 
Unitarian movement in foreign lands) is given for the general 
public in the so-called „Unitarian Mirror". Sermons, 
theological treatises, religious manuals and pamphlets com- 
plete the list of recent literary enterprise. 

„The Christian Seedsower", „The Unitarian Magazine", 
„Women's World", ^Unitarian Church" — continue to do 
great service to our cause in harmony with the spirit of the 
age that seems to call forth these periodicals to supply a 
constant need in our spiritual life. 

The translation- years ago of Channing's Works info 
Hungarian had met with a signal success, and its influence 
secured an eager reading public for the English and American 
pamphlets issued in the „Unitarian Pocket Library" and the 
series of „Unitarian Tracts" I 
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